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TEXTILES MATTER – the Neolithic revolution would not have taken place without 
them. Many of the common utensils used in prehistoric agricultural settlements were 
textile products. They were indispensable to carry out everyday tasks in the context of 
a sedentary lifestyle.
From 2019 to 2021, the THEFBO project funded by the German Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF) focused on “Textile craftsmanship in the prehistoric  
wetland settlements on Lake Constance and in Upper Swabia – requirements for 
 textiles and their perception”.
Volume II of the THEFBO publications contains the proceedings of a conference held 
online from 24th–26th February 2021. It deals with (mainly technical) textiles and raw 
materials from a dendrological, paleobotanical, textile-archaeological and cultural- 
historical perspective and gives insights into the wide range of textiles in prehistory. 
The broad spectrum ranges from Mesolithic tree bast strings and bags from Early 
 Neolithic wells to textile tools and imprints on clay sealings from Bronze Age Greece 
and objects made of plant fibres and wool from ice patches in the Alps.
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